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Acts Lessons Fall 2020 - 8 Bible Study Texts 
 
Study 1: Acts 1:1-11 (NIV 2011) The Beginnings  
 

1 In my former book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus began to do and to 

teach 2 until the day he was taken up to heaven, after giving instructions through the 

Holy Spirit to the apostles he had chosen. 3 After his suffering, he presented himself 

to them and gave many convincing proofs that he was alive. He appeared to 

them over a period of forty days and spoke about the kingdom of God. 4 On one 

occasion, while he was eating with them, he gave them this command: “Do not leave 

Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my Father promised, which you have heard me speak 

about. 5 For John baptized with water, but in a few days you will be baptized with 

the Holy Spirit.” 

6 Then they gathered around him and asked him, “Lord, are you at this time going to 

restore the kingdom to Israel?” 

7 He said to them: “It is not for you to know the times or dates the Father has set by 

his own authority. 8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on 

you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to 

the ends of the earth.” 

9 After he said this, he was taken up before their very eyes, and a cloud hid him from 

their sight. 

10 They were looking intently up into the sky as he was going, when suddenly two 

men dressed in white stood beside them. 11 “Men of Galilee,” they said, “why do you 

stand here looking into the sky? This same Jesus, who has been taken from you into 

heaven, will come back in the same way you have seen him go into heaven.” 
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Study 2: Acts 2:1-21 The Holy Spirit 
 

2 When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one place. 2 Suddenly a 

sound like the blowing of a violent wind came from heaven and filled the whole 

house where they were sitting. 3 They saw what seemed to be tongues of fire that 

separated and came to rest on each of them. 4 All of them were filled with the Holy 

Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit enabled them. 

5 Now there were staying in Jerusalem God-fearing Jews from every nation under 

heaven.6 When they heard this sound, a crowd came together in bewilderment, 

because each one heard their own language being spoken. 7 Utterly amazed, they 

asked: “Aren’t all these who are speaking Galileans? 8 Then how is it that each of us 

hears them in our native language? 9 Parthians, Medes and Elamites; residents of 

Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, 10 Phrygia and 

Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya near Cyrene; visitors from Rome 11 (both 

Jews and converts to Judaism); Cretans and Arabs—we hear them declaring the 

wonders of God in our own tongues!” 12 Amazed and perplexed, they asked one 

another, “What does this mean?” 13 Some, however, made fun of them and said, 

“They have had too much wine.” 

14 Then Peter stood up with the Eleven, raised his voice and addressed the crowd: 

“Fellow Jews and all of you who live in Jerusalem, let me explain this to you; listen 

carefully to what I say. 15 These people are not drunk, as you suppose. It’s only nine 

in the morning! 16 No, this is what was spoken by the prophet Joel: 17 “‘In the last 

days, God says, I will pour out my Spirit on all people. Your sons and daughters will 

prophesy, your young men will see visions, your old men will dream dreams. 18 Even 

on my servants, both men and women, I will pour out my Spirit in those days, and 

they will prophesy. 19 I will show wonders in the heavens above and signs on the 

earth below, blood and fire and billows of smoke. 20 The sun will be turned to 

darkness and the moon to blood before the coming of the great and glorious day of 

the Lord. 21 And everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.’ 
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Study 3: Acts 2:22-36  The Lord Jesus Christ 
 

22 “Fellow Israelites, listen to this: Jesus of Nazareth was a man accredited by God to 

you by miracles, wonders and signs, which God did among you through him, as you 

yourselves know. 23 This man was handed over to you by God’s deliberate plan and 

foreknowledge; and you, with the help of wicked men, put him to death by nailing 

him to the cross. 24 But God raised him from the dead, freeing him from the agony of 

death, because it was impossible for death to keep its hold on him. 25 David said 

about him: “‘I saw the Lord always before me. Because he is at my right hand, I will 

not be shaken. 26 Therefore my heart is glad and my tongue rejoices; my body also 

will rest in hope, 27 because you will not abandon me to the realm of the dead, you 

will not let your holy one see decay. 28 You have made known to me the paths of 

life; you will fill me with joy in your presence.’  29 “Fellow Israelites, I can tell you 

confidently that the patriarch David died and was buried and his tomb is here to this 

day. 30 But he was a prophet and knew that God had promised him on oath that he 

would place one of his descendants on his throne. 31 Seeing what was to come, he 

spoke of the resurrection of the Messiah, that he was not abandoned to the realm of 

the dead, nor did his body see decay. 32 God has raised this Jesus to life, and we are 

all witnesses of it. 33 Exalted to the right hand of God, he has received from the 

Father the promised Holy Spirit and has poured out what you now see and 

hear. 34 For David did not ascend to heaven, and yet he said, “‘The Lord said to my 

Lord: “Sit at my right hand 35 until I make your enemies a footstool for your feet.”’ 

36 “Therefore let all Israel be assured of this: God has made this Jesus, whom you 

crucified, both Lord and Messiah.” 
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Study 4: Acts 2:37-47; 4:31-35  The Believers/Church 

37 When the people heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and the 

other apostles, “Brothers, what shall we do?” 

38 Peter replied, “Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus 

Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy 

Spirit. 39 The promise is for you and your children and for all who are far off—for all 

whom the Lord our God will call.” 40 With many other words he warned them; and 

he pleaded with them, “Save yourselves from this corrupt generation.” 41 Those who 

accepted his message were baptized, and about three thousand were added to their 

number that day. 42 They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to 

fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer. 43 Everyone was filled with awe 

at the many wonders and signs performed by the apostles. 44 All the believers were 

together and had everything in common.45 They sold property and possessions to 

give to anyone who had need. 46 Every day they continued to meet together in the 

temple courts. They broke bread in their homes and ate together with glad and 

sincere hearts, 47 praising God and enjoying the favor of all the people. And the Lord 

added to their number daily those who were being saved. 

 
Acts 4:31-35 
 
31 After they prayed, the place where they were meeting was shaken. And they were 

all filled with the Holy Spirit and spoke the word of God boldly. 32 All the believers 

were one in heart and mind. No one claimed that any of their possessions was their 

own, but they shared everything they had. 33 With great power the apostles 

continued to testify to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus. And God’s grace was so 

powerfully at work in them all 34 that there were no needy persons among them. For 

from time to time those who owned land or houses sold them, brought the money 

from the sales 35 and put it at the apostles’ feet, and it was distributed to anyone 

who had need. 
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Study 5: Acts 4:5-20; 5:29 The Opposition and Defense  
 

5 The next day the rulers, the elders and the teachers of the law met in 

Jerusalem. 6 Annas the high priest was there, and so were Caiaphas, John, Alexander 

and others of the high priest’s family. 7 They had Peter and John brought before 

them and began to question them: “By what power or what name did you do this?” 

8 Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them: “Rulers and elders of the 

people! 9 If we are being called to account today for an act of kindness shown to a 

man who was lame and are being asked how he was healed, 10 then know this, you 

and all the people of Israel: It is by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you 

crucified but whom God raised from the dead, that this man stands before you 

healed. 11 Jesus is “‘the stone you builders rejected, which has become the 

cornerstone.’ 12 Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under 

heaven given to mankind by which we must be saved.” 13 When they saw the 

courage of Peter and John and realized that they were unschooled, ordinary 

men, they were astonished and they took note that these men had been with 

Jesus.14 But since they could see the man who had been healed standing there with 

them, there was nothing they could say. 15 So they ordered them to withdraw from 

the Sanhedrin and then conferred together. 16 “What are we going to do with these 

men?” they asked. “Everyone living in Jerusalem knows they have performed a 

notable sign, and we cannot deny it. 17 But to stop this thing from spreading any 

further among the people, we must warn them to speak no longer to anyone in this 

name.” 18 Then they called them in again and commanded them not to speak or 

teach at all in the name of Jesus. 19 But Peter and John replied, “Which is right in 

God’s eyes: to listen to you, or to him? You be the judges! 20 As for us, we cannot help 

speaking about what we have seen and heard.” 

  

Acts 5:29 “We must obey God rather than human beings!” 
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Study 6: Acts 8:1-25   The Expanding Mission: Samaria 
 

8 And Saul approved of their killing him.  On that day a great persecution broke out 

against the church in Jerusalem, and all except the apostles were 

scattered throughout Judea and Samaria. 2 Godly men buried Stephen and mourned 

deeply for him. 3 But Saul began to destroy the church. Going from house to house, 

he dragged off both men and women and put them in prison. 4 Those who had been 

scattered preached the word wherever they went. 5 Philip went down to a city in 

Samaria and proclaimed the Messiah there. 6 When the crowds heard Philip and saw 

the signs he performed, they all paid close attention to what he said. 7 For with 

shrieks, impure spirits came out of many, and many who were paralyzed or lame 

were healed. 8 So there was great joy in that city.  9 Now for some time a man named 

Simon had practiced sorcery in the city and amazed all the people of Samaria. He 

boasted that he was someone great, 10 and all the people, both high and low, gave 

him their attention and exclaimed, “This man is rightly called the Great Power of 

God.” 11 They followed him because he had amazed them for a long time with his 

sorcery. 12 But when they believed Philip as he proclaimed the good news of the 

kingdom of God and the name of Jesus Christ, they were baptized, both men and 

women. 13 Simon himself believed and was baptized. And he followed Philip 

everywhere, astonished by the great signs and miracles he saw.  14 When the 

apostles in Jerusalem heard that Samaria had accepted the word of God, they sent 

Peter and John to Samaria. 15 When they arrived, they prayed for the new believers 

there that they might receive the Holy Spirit, 16 because the Holy Spirit had not yet 

come on any of them; they had simply been baptized in the name of the Lord 

Jesus. 17 Then Peter and John placed their hands on them, and they received the Holy 

Spirit.  18 When Simon saw that the Spirit was given at the laying on of the apostles’ 

hands, he offered them money 19 and said, “Give me also this ability so that everyone 

on whom I lay my hands may receive the Holy Spirit.”  20 Peter answered: “May your 

money perish with you, because you thought you could buy the gift of God with 

money! 21 You have no part or share in this ministry, because your heart is not 

right before God. 22 Repent of this wickedness and pray to the Lord in the hope that 

he may forgive you for having such a thought in your heart. 23 For I see that you are 

full of bitterness and captive to sin.”   24 Then Simon answered, “Pray to the Lord for 

me so that nothing you have said may happen to me.”  25 After they had further 

proclaimed the word of the Lord and testified about Jesus, Peter and John returned 

to Jerusalem, preaching the gospel in many Samaritan villages. 

  



Scripture quotations taken from The Holy Bible, New International Version ® NIV ® 
Copyright © 1973 1978 1984 2011 by Biblica, Inc. ™ 
Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide. 

Study 7: Acts 8:26-40  The Expanding Mission: an Ethiopian 
 

26 Now an angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Go south to the road—the desert road—

that goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” 27 So he started out, and on his way he met 

an Ethiopian eunuch, an important official in charge of all the treasury of the 

Kandake (which means “queen of the Ethiopians”). This man had gone to Jerusalem 

to worship, 28 and on his way home was sitting in his chariot reading the Book of 

Isaiah the prophet. 29 The Spirit told Philip, “Go to that chariot and stay near it.” 

30 Then Philip ran up to the chariot and heard the man reading Isaiah the prophet. 

“Do you understand what you are reading?” Philip asked. 

31 “How can I,” he said, “unless someone explains it to me?” So he invited Philip to 

come up and sit with him. 

32 This is the passage of Scripture the eunuch was reading: 

“He was led like a sheep to the slaughter, 

    and as a lamb before its shearer is silent, 

    so he did not open his mouth. 

33 In his humiliation he was deprived of justice. 

    Who can speak of his descendants? 

    For his life was taken from the earth.”  
34 The eunuch asked Philip, “Tell me, please, who is the prophet talking about, 

himself or someone else?” 35 Then Philip began with that very passage of 

Scripture and told him the good news about Jesus. 

36 As they traveled along the road, they came to some water and the eunuch said, 

“Look, here is water. What can stand in the way of my being baptized?” [37] [c] 38 And 

he gave orders to stop the chariot. Then both Philip and the eunuch went down into 

the water and Philip baptized him. 39 When they came up out of the water, the Spirit 

of the Lord suddenly took Philip away, and the eunuch did not see him again, but 

went on his way rejoicing. 40 Philip, however, appeared at Azotus and traveled 

about, preaching the gospel in all the towns until he reached Caesarea. 
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Study 8: Acts 9:1-19  The Conversion/Calling of Saul/Paul 
 

9 Meanwhile, Saul was still breathing out murderous threats against the Lord’s 

disciples. He went to the high priest 2 and asked him for letters to the synagogues in 

Damascus, so that if he found any there who belonged to the Way, whether men or 

women, he might take them as prisoners to Jerusalem. 3 As he neared Damascus on 

his journey, suddenly a light from heaven flashed around him. 4 He fell to the ground 

and heard a voice say to him, “Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?”  5 “Who are 

you, Lord?” Saul asked.  “I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting,” he replied. 6 “Now 

get up and go into the city, and you will be told what you must do.” 

7 The men traveling with Saul stood there speechless; they heard the sound but did 

not see anyone. 8 Saul got up from the ground, but when he opened his eyes he could 

see nothing. So they led him by the hand into Damascus. 9 For three days he was 

blind, and did not eat or drink anything.  10 In Damascus there was a disciple named 

Ananias. The Lord called to him in a vision, “Ananias!”  “Yes, Lord,” he answered.  
11 The Lord told him, “Go to the house of Judas on Straight Street and ask for a man 

from Tarsus named Saul, for he is praying. 12 In a vision he has seen a man named 

Ananias come and place his hands on him to restore his sight.” 

13 “Lord,” Ananias answered, “I have heard many reports about this man and all the 

harm he has done to your holy people in Jerusalem. 14 And he has come here with 

authority from the chief priests to arrest all who call on your name.” 

15 But the Lord said to Ananias, “Go! This man is my chosen instrument to proclaim 

my name to the Gentiles and their kings and to the people of Israel. 16 I will show 

him how much he must suffer for my name.” 

17 Then Ananias went to the house and entered it. Placing his hands on Saul, he said, 

“Brother Saul, the Lord—Jesus, who appeared to you on the road as you were 

coming here—has sent me so that you may see again and be filled with the Holy 

Spirit.” 18 Immediately, something like scales fell from Saul’s eyes, and he could see 

again. He got up and was baptized, 19 and after taking some food, he regained his 

strength. 

 
 


